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Interview 1

What’s something you like about school?

1: math! we learn so much. we can learn new stuff about it, like times 
tables and division. 

2: art. I know art is related to math but I don’t know how. 

What’s something you’d like to change about school in the future? 

1: If there was a playground inside!

2: You could choose your own seats. 

What’s one thing you’re looking forward to in the future?

1: better neighborhoods – sidewalks that aren’t always bumpy. I’m 
clumsy, and I fell down today coming to school. I would also like nicer 
neighbors - in the summer they’re always playing music. I have it on all 
sides - tango, bachata, some random rapping. It’s really hard for me to 
concentrate especially when we have school homework.

2: floating! I wish everything was fl oating. 

What’s something you have that you think adults wish 
they could have?

1: my grandma wishes she could go to my school to do the walkathon. 
she wished she could be there. and she wanted to be skinny but now 
she’s eating a lot.

2: I guess most adults wish they would be free and be able to do a lot of 
things that mostly only children could do. most adults can’t do the splits.

What’s something adults have that you wish you had 
or could have in the future?

2: money! and a car. I would be rich. I would help my mom and dad fi rst.

1: I would buy candy.

Interview 2

What is one thing you’re looking forward to 
in the future? 

I’m pretty sure there are a lot of things that are going to happen in the 
future that i’m not looking forward to – global warming, politics problems 
– but one thing I’m looking forward to, and this is just for me, I’m 
probably going to get braces in the near future.

What stores do you wish were in your neighborhood, or would you 
like to see 
there in the future? 

little antique shops, especially things made of glass and little bottles.

What is one thing that kids have that you think adults wish they 
had? 

childhood. less demands. basically the biggest demand of a kid’s life is 
to turn in your homework on time. but adults have bills to pay and they 
have to go grocery shopping every week. and they have to have a budget 
and manage their money right, and a job. so there’s lot less demands on 
kids. 

What is one thing adults have that you wish you had or could have 
in the future? 

defi nitely more independence, but I feel like i’m not ready to be 
completely independent like that at all, but I wish I was. I wish i was 
ready to be independent like that, and for some reason the word jellyfi sh 
is running through my head. adults can get jellyfi sh if they want to 
without asking their parents permission. 



Sissy Rosso, 17, loves to help people (as long as they aren’t chewing with 
their mouths open – yuck!). her wish for the future of Providence is that 
communities will come together to discuss and try to solve issues in our city 
and to support the arts and education. This project taught her to be open 
to speaking to people. she was also amazed by how many different views 
people have on what Providence means to them. someday, sissy hopes to 
travel to africa. 

The fact that Jose Baez, 16, plays three instruments and speaks three 
languages might be a strength – he’s not sure. his biggest wishes for 
Providence’s future are: a more effective school system, a connection 
between the east side of Providence and the rest of Providence, and more 
efforts put into the arts. someday he will go to Italy where he (like sissy) will 
be grossed out by people who chew with their mouths open. This project 
exposed Jose to many different views on Providence, including opinions 
from people who think the city is going downhill. he felt he learned things 
about the city that he didn’t know from people’s diverse perspectives.

Kyle Jordan Collins is 19 years. he thinks traffi c is the worst, and he 
wishes for all of Providence to have super smooth roads. kyle is “pretty 
good” at archery and would love to go to spain someday. This project taught 
him that Providence is a crazy city. 

David Rodriguez, 18, is very persistent when it comes to something he 
wants to achieve. he is on a personal mission to bridge the gap between 
new artist and old artist as Providence continues to grow. If he can’t do it, 
you’ll have to look for him in Iceland. david believe there’s no such thing as a 
narrow-minded person, just narrow-minded ideas. This project taught david 
how to speak to people without sounding like he has marbles in his mouth.

Jori Ketten, 34, strongly dislikes when recyclables are put in the regular 
trash. her wish for the future of Providence is that the arts become more 
and more integrated in meaningful ways into the fabric of city life. Jori’s 
greatest strength is being able to stay awake driving overnight. This project 
taught her that talking about the future can be scary but also really exciting.   

Special thanks to Brown 250, Brown University Creative Arts Council 
and the Granoff Center, The Departments of Music, Visual Art, and 
Theatre Arts and Performance Studies at Brown University, 
the Providence Youth Arts Collaborative, Nancy Safi an, Kate Schapira, 
Sophie Duncan, and everyone we interviewed.

This book was designed by Marcel Mcvay with Jori Ketten.
The covers were printed at the AS220 Community Printshop.
Photographs of textutres in the city of Providence 
were taken by Nou Yang of AS220 Youth.


